In Memory of Tony Sweeting

I am honoured to have been invited by Sansan to speak in memory of Tony. We first met in 1976, when he inducted me into the finer features of Hong Kong University – mainly in the Senior Common Room. Subsequently we worked extensively together – both academically and to evaluate the quality of many curry establishments in Hong Kong. The latter task was undertaken on many occasions with our colleagues Philip Stimpson and Brian Cooke. Tony was not a person anyone could easily forget. He lived his life with an enthusiasm and honesty that was very distinctive. His views were not influenced by expediency or self-interest, and he detested anything that smacked of humbug or pretentiousness. He expressed himself robustly – leaving no-one in any doubt as to what he believed. This did not always endear him to the establishment, but Tony was always willing to speak truth to power.

His distinct mixture of enthusiasm, passion and energy could be exhausting for those involved with him. Some of it he expressed through the sports of rugby, rowing and hockey. I was a member of the hockey team he ran in Hong Kong, and as an umpire he redefined the concept of neutrality.

The same features were evident in Tony’s scholarship. When he was at full throttle, he worked with such intensity that he wrote flowing chapters – and usually before lunchtime. His scholarship focussed on his adopted home – Hong Kong. This was at a time when few scholars deemed the place worthy of study. His painstaking work on the history of HK’s education has defined the field for current and future generations of scholars. 

Passion was also evident in his social life and in his intense commitment to his family. I remember his eyes glazing over when he spoke of Sansan, as he marvelled at his fortune in having her as his wife. And I will never forget the sight of Tony ejecting from the Senior Common Room a colleague, whom he thought had made a pass at her – wrongly as it happens.

As a friend Tony was a very kind person. Even whilst he was bravely enduring chemotherapy he would contact me to offer support at a time when I needed it most.

Tony’s legacy will live on, as his integrity and energy influenced many students, friends and colleagues. Numerous people here and in Hong Kong have experienced, and will remember with fondness, his friendship. 

I know he would want us to raise a glass or two in memory of a life lived to the full and with passion.
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