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Thanksgiving Service for the Life of Anthony Edward Sweeting
Thursday 9 October, 2008, at St John’s College, Hong Kong University.

RESPONDENT after the toast at the reception  

Dr. Flora Zeta Cheong-leen
Representing the Chou Fu Chuan family, Tony’s extended Chinese family


I will never forget my Cousin Tony Sweeting, whom the family calls “Hob”.

He was always a perfect gentleman, soft-spoken, warm-hearted and most kind.

He was my mentor and coach for several years when I was struggling between work, travel and study. Throughout that period Cousin Hob was unfailingly patient – and tolerant – with my often wayward study periods.

Yet what I learned under Cousin Hob's tutelage were things which cannot be found in the text-books.  He helped me to identify my own strengths and weaknesses, and to build my internal fortitude. 

Through both Hob and San, I saw their unconditional commitments to others.  Tony, a distinguished professor from Oxford, not only helped me but so many students as well.  He never gave up on me in helping me to get back my academic perspective and preparing me for the real world.  Supported me through thick and thin in getting my academic degree and knowledge in life.

I remember I went to see him every week at his Pokfulam home and was lucky enough to be coached personally by him.

What he taught me was about life, about connecting with people, about looking beyond the horizon, and above all about being myself as an individual and as a human being.

Both Hob and San helped me build my philanthropic awareness…to help others who are in need.  He represents a role model for our large and spread out family, and also for the communities in which he served.

Hob accomplished a great mission in his lifetime with everything done and said, and nothing was left unresolved at the end of his full life.  

And for that I shall always hold my dearest Cousin Hob deep in my heart.  I am sure his legacy and works will carry on to be a shining light to his former students like myself, as well as to future generations of young people.  

Flora Zeta

(Zhang Elizabeth Tian Ai)

http://floracheongleen.com
