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Thanksgiving Service for the Life of Anthony Edward Sweeting

Thursday 9 October, 2008, at St John’s College, Hong Kong University.

RESPONDENT after the toast at the reception
Professor Mark Bray 

Director of the UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP), Paris

[This is an edited transcription from the video-recording which missed the beginning because of a change of battery.]

I thank you sincerely for the privilege of being able to say a few words. I do so as a longstanding colleague of Tony, and as a former Dean of the Faculty of Education at the University of Hong Kong in which Tony spent so many years. 

Tony was indeed a marvellous colleague, and as we hear and read his biography we note so many facets. One was that he completed his PhD in 1989 at age 51, which is a strong example of persistence and lifelong learning. His PhD supervisors are in the room, and will have their own memories. When it finally emerged, the thesis had four volumes. Such scale was characteristic of much of Tony’s work – and was one reason why the thesis took a long time.

Tony’s legacy is very clear within the education system. We have heard mention today of Tony contributions to the Hong Kong Examinations Authority, and of his curriculum work. Also to be highlighted are his students who became teachers and researchers. Some of them are in this room. And mostly beyond this room are his students’ students, who are teaching and undertaking other educational work in Hong Kong and beyond. They are very clear and strong symbols of Tony’s lasting impact on future generations. 

Tony is of course also famous for his writing. Today I met one of the younger colleagues of the Faculty of Education and I asked whether he would attend the Memorial Thanksgiving. He replied, “Well, I didn’t actually know Professor Sweeting; but of course his books are on my shelf.” And so he pointed to the books which many of you know. Several are especially visible because they are thick, like the telephone directory! Most date from the 1990s onwards, and some appeared after Tony’s retirement. At that period, Tony was no longer training teachers but was still contributing vigorously to the intellectual side: the history of education and the field of comparative education. 

Concerning the latter, Tony played a major role in the Faculty’s Comparative Education Research Centre after it was founded in 1994. Especially valuable was Tony’s editorial work. Mark Mason and I co-edited the book series in which Tony was the Associate Editor. Mark Mason has described Tony as “our strongest line of defence”. Tony would look with great care at each manuscript. Sometimes he appropriately wielded the hatchet, which saved a lot of subsequent negotiation and other labour. But the robust authors would come back, and the end result was a series of carefully-selected and excellent products. 

Thus, after Tony formally retired from the Faculty in 1998 he remained very much within our community and especially in the Department of History and the Comparative of Education Research Centre. He and I have shared many conferences around the world, and I know that others in this room have similar memories. We feel that it is a marvellous occasion to remember, rejoice, and give thanks.

So I echo the toast, to say thanks to Tony for his enduring contributions to education in Hong Kong and around the world.

Mark Bray
