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Thanksgiving Service for the Life of Anthony Edward Sweeting

Thursday 9 October, 2008, at St John’s College, Hong Kong University.

WELCOMING REMARKS

Dr. Peter Cunich
Associate Professor, Department of History, HKU

On behalf of Sansan, Justin and Jacinta, I’d like to welcome you all to this service of thanksgiving for the life and work of our friend and colleague, Tony Sweeting.  As we all know, Tony had been fighting cancer for some years, but his death came as a shock because he had been looking so well shortly before he returned to England last summer.  His final illness took him away swiftly, and he accepted the approached to death with peace and happiness.  “I’ve had a wonderful life,” he said to his family.

Tony asked only that he be remembered with dignity and celebrations, so today’s memorial service has been arranged in accordance with those wishes.

Tony loved music, and we have just listened to one of his favourite pieces: Bach’s St. Matthew Passion.  Two more of his favourites from Henry Purcell and Ella Fitzgerald will feature later in the service, as will hymns from his native Wales, led by members of the Hong Kong Welsh Male Voice Choir, whom we thank for being here today.  Tony was also a great fan of Dylan Thomas, as those of you who were at the performance of ‘Under Milk Wood’ at University Hall several years ago will remember. Today, we will hear Tony’s favourite Dylan Thomas poem, ‘Fern Hill’; and his colleagues will read to us from the New Testament. To tell us more about Tony’s life, Lee Ngok and Randy Woo have agreed to speak this afternoon.

It is difficult for a short service such as this to summarise the whole of Tony’s vibrant and full life here in Hong Kong.  He joined the University in 1969 and continued to serve it with distinction after his retirement in 1998: nearly forty years of devoted service to HKU. These years were not all easy for Tony, and each of us will remember, with affection, some of Tony’s shortcomings.  He was, as Paul Morris has said, “a very memorable character …  He lived his life with an enthusiasm and honesty that was very distinctive.  His views were not influenced by expediency or self-interest, and he detested anything that smacked of humbug or pretentiousness.  He expressed himself robustly, leaving no-one in any doubt as to what he believed.”

What a wonderful accolade for an academic, and this is certainly the way in which I will remember Tony.  Of course we all come to this service today to remember and give thanks for Tony’s life in our own way, for Tony was a man of many parts: a keen sportsman in his younger years, a bon vivant and talented raconteur, a Welshmen through and through, a family man, an inspiring teacher, a hard working faculty member, a distinguished scholar and writer, but most importantly – a loyal friend.  Let us remember his many achievements in life, the love he showed us, and the rich legacy he leaves behind.  

Once again, on behalf of the family, I thank you for being here today, and I also wish to thank the Reverend Paul Tong who has so kindly agreed to lead the service this afternoon.

Before we all stand, I would like to ask Justin and Jactina to come forward and light the candles.

Peter Cunich

